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INTRODUCTION   
The River Asker rises under Eggardon Hillfort and flows towards the sea at West Bay. It flows over mudstones and sandstones through a predominantly 
agricultural setting. The length of the main river is approximately 12km with another 12km of tributaries. The catchment area is approximately 18km2.  The 
entire catchment is in the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

 

The Environment Agency, the statutory body responsible for monitoring our rivers, has classed the River Asker as poor because of the lack of fish and aquatic 
plants.  There is no one body responsible for improving the quality of the water course, so the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty team, in partnership 
with the Dorset Wildlife Trust and Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group SouthWest have come together to help the communities along the river identify the 
problems that need fixing and plan works that overcome them. 

 

Over the course of 2018, the communities along the River Asker will come together, with the support of the Dorset AONB, DWT and FWAG, to improve the 
quality of the River Asker.  It is anticipated that over the course of the year, the project will follow some key stages.  These are: 

¶ Community engagement: this will raise awareness of the issues facing the river and keep people up to date about progress. 

¶ Establish working group: this will bring interested people together to learn more about the river and plan action to improve its condition. 

¶ Evidence gathering: experts will gather evidence from walk-over surveys and official records and present them in a main report and summary (this 
document) 

¶ Identify, prioritise and deliver action: the community will prioritise the actions to improve the condition of the river, and these will be delivered over the 
course of autumn and winter 2018. 

 

If you would like to find out more about the State of the River Asker, have a look at the main report, a copy is held by the Parish Council.  
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 Figure 1: Map of the River Asker 
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CATCHMENT DESCRIPTION  

Geology  
The main rocks found in the Asker catchment are, from its source in the east to the meeting with the Mangerton Brook in the west: 

¶ chalk, which acts like sponge absorbing water, filtering out pollutants before releasing it slowly all year round.  This means the river should have clear 
water. 

¶ Sandstone, which is less porous than the adjacent chalk. 

¶ mudstone, which does not soak up water, so rain will run over the surface, picking up soil and other pollutants before it joins the river or its tributaries.  
This mean the river will be cloudy when it flows over mudstones.   

 

Soils types  
The main soil types are heavily influenced by the underlying geology.  These soils, in turn, influence the sort of farming that can take place.  The soil types 
found in the catchment, from west to east, are: 

¶ Shallow lime-rich freely draining soils.  This is best suited for herb-rich grassland, beech and other lime-rich woodlands.  It is also suited to spring and 
autumn crops.  

¶ Slowly permeable, seasonally wet, slightly acid but base-rich, loamy and clayey soils.  This soil type supports seasonally wet pastures and woodlands.  
It is suited to grass production for dairy or beef and some cereal production, often for animal feed.  

¶ Lime-rich loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage. This soil type supports pastures along with marsh vegetation in wetter area.  It is also suited 
to autumn sown crops and grass. 

¶ Freely draining slightly acid loamy soils. This soil type supports pastures and deciduous woodlands.  It is suited to a range of spring and autumn sown 
crops. 

 

Land use  
Intensive land use: 

¶ Improved grassland covers 39% of the catchment 

¶ Crops cover 25% of the catchment 
Extensive land use: 

¶ Chalk grassland covers 6% of the catchment, mostly in the east. 

¶ Neutral grassland only covers 0.5% of the catchment 

¶ Broadleaved woodland covers 6% of the catchment 

¶ Semi-improved grassland covers 19% of the catchment. Semi-natural grassland is not as rich in plant species as chalk or neutral grassland. 
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Designations and records  
The importance of the extensive land use for wildlife is recognised in several official designations.  These are either of national importance or local importance 
and are listed below: 

¶ Haydon & Askerswell Downs Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) - national 

¶ Approximately half of Eggardon Hill & Luccas Farm SSSI - national 

¶ 6 Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) - local 
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Figure 2: Geology of the River 
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