











Towards a Better Future

As a nation we face the triple emergencies of health,
climate change and a decline in the state of nature. As the
government's Committee on Climate Change has said,
the UK must avoid lurching from the coronavirus crisis into
a deeper climate crisis. How should future policies address
these triple challenges? Will we move to a future that is
more sustainable and responds better to the concerns and
priorities of local people and their communities?

There is a growing realisation that while the future is very
uncertain, it will not be a return to “business as usual".
The triple challenges require a new approach that offers a
relevant, effective and linked response. In recent months,
people have shown a growing awareness of the benefits
offered by the natural world and of the role nature plays
in improving the nation's health and well-being as well
as addressing their concerns about the effects of climate
change and the declining state of nature.

Even before the coronavirus pandemic, polls indicated
that well over 90% of Dorset residents thought that a
high-quality natural environment and thriving wildlife
were of great importance to them.®> Concerned by the
continuing deterioration of our natural world, the decline
of wildlife and of Dorset's natural capital — including
the quality of our soils, rivers, streams and harbours
- the Dorset Council and many local town and parish
councils declared a climate and nature emergency.

Sources:

3.

94% of Dorset residents think a high-quality natural
environment is of great importance to them. (State of Dorset
2015, DCC) 95% of people felt it was important for wildlife
to thrive in the wider countryside not just in man-made
reserves or gardens (YouGov survey sponsored by Poole
company Lush)

Many communities, at the same time, have expressed
concern about plans for development which seemed
unsustainable and damaging to the environment and
which did not reflect their local needs.

The pandemic seems to have increased people's
awareness of the health and well-being benefits offered
by a healthy natural world. A survey of community
spirit and attitudes to green spaces commissioned
by CPRE and the National Federation of Women's
Institutes finds that some 65% of people in the South
West of England think protecting and enhancing green
spaces should be a higher priority after the lockdown.*

Equally, there is a pressing need to rebuild the
economy. Some businesses may not reopen, some
sectors will take time to recover, some families will
struggle and those in deprived communities may well
be particularly hard hit. Slower economic growth than
previously forecast will mean that earlier expansion
and investment plans will need to be re-examined. The
already evident pressures on local authority finances
are likely to increase since, while business growth and
local income streams will be from a lower base, the
demands on the social care budget will continue to
rise, perhaps at a higher rate than previously forecast.

4. Surge in appreciation for green spaces and outpouring of

community spirit amid lock-down. (May 2020, CPRE and the

National Federation of Women's Institutes).



Enhancing Dorset’s Greatest Economic Asset

It is widely recognised that Dorset's environment is
its greatest economic asset.® It is a key reason why
people live and work in and visit the area. Dorset's
landscape, biodiversity and cultural heritage are
unrivalled; they are the bedrock of our economy and
can underpin economic recovery. But our landscapes,
biodiversity and natural capital have suffered and
been deteriorating for decades.

Important work has been done by many organisations
including the Dorset AONB Partnership. But, as
Michael Dower has noted, they have acknowledged
that their powers and resources are limited in the face
of the major challenges of conservation posed by
caring for and turning around the decline in Dorset's
diverse environment. Their current management plan
confirms that some parts of the landscape are in a
poor state. Many habitats are degraded. There has
been heavy loss of wildlife. There is a clear need for
more effective management of tourism, particularly
around the coast.

The Glover Review proposes the strengthening of
purposes, powers and resources of AONBs. But
as Michael has said “I believe that the scale of the
challenge of stewardship of this great area demands
the more substantial resource of funding and expertise
which can be marshalled by a National Park.” He
notes that the two AONBs which already have the
enhanced responsibilities proposed by Glover - the
Chilterns and Cotswolds — are seeking National Park
status because their enhanced AONB powers and
resources do not suffice.

A partnership between a Dorset National Park, the
Dorset Council, the BCP conurbation, the Dorset
LEP, local communities, businesses and others would
offer a step change in how we care for, enhance and
build on Dorset's very special inheritance and greatest
economic asset. Such a partnership can develop
a shared agenda for a prosperous and sustainable
future. A new approach based on cooperation and the
strengths which each partner would bring can deliver
real benefits for Dorset's environment, economy and
communities. It would offer the step change needed
to tackle the triple emergencies of health, climate
change and ecological decline.

Sources:
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Dorset's Environmental Economy, Ash Futures for Dorset
County Council, 2016

Lord O'Neill was Commercial Secretary at the Treasury, is
a leading figure in the Northern Powerhouse and Chair of
Chatham House. He lives in Dorset.
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Bringing the Resources Dorset Needs

The South Downs National Park has annual core
funding from Defra of over £10 million. It has
successfully doubled this through project and other
funding from a range of sources. (National Parks
are not a call on local business or residents but are
core funded by the Government.)

Securing a similar level of funding has always been
the aim of the Dorset National Park Team based on
the similar area, population and other characteristics
of the South Downs. Such central Government
funding would represent a fundamentally different
scale of support for and investment in Dorset's
world-class environment and its communities and
economy. An injection of such support would in
turn release Dorset Council funds to invest on
other pressing priorities. A shared Local Plan and
planning team would be part paid for by the
National Park while partnership planning would
be taken to a new level as both authorities work
together to secure a more sustainable and vibrant
future for the whole of Dorset.

Jim O'Neill® considers that to gain competitive
advantage, areas need to differentiate themselves.
He considers that National Park status for Dorset
would offer such a distinguishing characteristic.
It would put Dorset and Dorset's products and
services more on the national and international
map given the brand recognition that National
Park status confers. Independent reports by
economists’ have noted, on the basis of evidence
from other National Parks, that a Dorset National
Park would help attract investment, businesses,
jobs and skills. Research suggests that about a third
of the economic benefits accrue to areas outside a
National Park. The brand would help the marketing
and promotion of Dorset produce, products and
services. Evidence from the South Downs suggests
that National Park designation would lead to higher
value eco, heritage, cultural and dark skies tourism,
extend the season, spread the benefits to all of
Dorset and lead to better management of tourism
pressures including in coastal hotspots.

See eg The Economic Benefits of a Dorset National

Park, Cumulus Consulting Nov 2018 https://www.
dorsetnationalpark.com/post/economic-benefits and The
Economic Opportunities, Benefits and Wider Impacts, Dixon
& Deane, 2016, https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/
post/2016/04/28/the-economic-case-for-the-national-park


https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/economic-benefits
https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/economic-benefits
https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/2016/04/28/the-economic-case-for-the-national-park
https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/2016/04/28/the-economic-case-for-the-national-park

Supporting a Healthy and Prosperous
Farming Community

Farming faced an uncertain future even before the
coronavirus pandemic. Brexit, uncertain markets,
changes in consumer habits, increasing environmental
concerns and a new farm funding regime all create
uncertainty. Yet a thriving land management and
farming community lies at the heart of rural Dorset.
Support for farmers and landowners should reflect
and respond to their different aims and the realities
of the varied soils and landscapes they farm.®

Future Environmental Land Management Scheme
(ELMS) farm funding aimed at delivering public
benefits should reflect this diversity. A National Park
would help develop and deliver a scheme tailored
to Dorset's needs. Such a scheme can help improve
the viability of Dorset farming, as well as promote
the future health of Dorset's countryside and natural
capital. It should encourage and support farmers
in the provision of public benefits through a range
of ecosystem services and encourage and reward
the work of farmers and land managers for nature
conservation and improvement, including through
cooperation at a landscape scale.

Farmers in the South Downs secured twice the
amount of high- level stewardship farm funding that
might have been expected, given the area involved.
A Dorset National Park can be the facilitating and
coordinating agency that helps landowners and
farmers access appropriate levels of ELMS funding.

Sources:
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See Mark Kibblewhite's article in Voices for Dorset, Dorset
Local Nature Partnership, 2020.

Sustainable Development

Dorset needs to develop the green economy and
sustainable policies for transport, energy and
development. Energy Secretary Alok Sharma has
already spoken in favour of a green recovery to
the recession while the South West LEPs have
suggested that the area could create a competitive
advantage through showing leadership towards
a greener future — including with greener energy
and sustainable transport. The Government has
encouraged National Parks to take a lead in
addressing climate change, growing the natural
capital of their areas and better connecting
people to nature.

Dorset requires sustainable development that
can meet the needs of local communities. This
includes the need for additional truly affordable
homes to retain and attract young families as
well as suitable accommodation for older people
and units for small and growing businesses.
Neighbourhood plans are a good approach to
establishing the needs, priorities and concerns
of local communities, and such plans deserve
greater durability and regard than seems
currently to be assured by the national planning
framework. National Parks are under a specific
duty to “respond proactively to local housing
needs” including for truly affordable homes
for local people and their plans build on what
communities say they need.

The National Planning Guidance under the NPPF
provides the opportunity — with a National Park -
forall of rural Dorsetto developits own assessment
of housing need and regain local control of
planning, rather than having to adopt central
government housing targets. A shared Local Plan
could be based on agreed local assumptions of
demographic and community needs, economic
growth and the most appropriate locations for
developments. Economic growth need not be
at the expense of the environment. A Dorset
National Park in partnership with the Dorset
Council can ensure necessary development both
meets the needs of communities and does not
harm Dorset's environment, heritage and natural
capital but rather respects, enhances and adds
value to each.


http://www.dorsetnationalpark.com

Improving Health and Well-being

Connecting people with nature and enabling
young people in particular to enjoy the physical
and mental health benefits of spending time out
of doors is a national priority. It features in the
Government's 25 Year Environment Plan and
in the Glover Review of Landscapes. The work
of National Parks, for example through their
education, outreach and ranger services, has
produced positive and clearly evidenced benefits.
Partnership approaches between National Parks,
local authorities and the health sector have been
complementary, mutually beneficial and reinforcing
in their effects.® Evaluation of “social returns
on investment” showed that, in one project in
the North Yorkshire Moors National Park, for
every pound of investment, there was 6 times as
much value created for participants, society and
communities.

Other organisations also undertake projects and
work with young people. Bringing together their
experiences and insights with those of National
Parks and others, including Public Health Dorset,
can inform future pilot projects in for example
Weymouth/Portland and the Bournemouth,
Christchurch and Poole [BCP] conurbation. The
Government and the Glover Review want the
family of National Parks to extend their benefits
and to increase their work in improving the health
of the nation. As a part of this family, Dorset can
benefit from what others are achieving.

A Partnership for a Healthy and Prosperous Dorset

Valuing the Thomas Hardy Heritage

We opened this Newsletter with an article from
Dorset National Park Patron Michael Dower. We
close with a quote by Julian Fellowes, also a Patron
and supporter.

“Hardy would surely want us to conserve and
enhance these very special places and the cultural
heritage that is entwined in our landscapes and
communities, and so should we all. To live here
is a great privilege, and this brings with it a duty
to protect his story and look after and pass on to
future generations what we should all hold so
dear.”

Thank you for your interest and best wishes for the
future from the Dorset National Park Team.

Credit: Greg Farringto

A Dorset National Park would bring additional resources and expertise to help councils to resource and deliver a shared
agenda Dorset-wide, creating opportunities and addressing the challenges we face together, and helping to secure a
thriving, prosperous and sustainable future for our communities, economy and environment. A National Park would be
uniquely positioned to work in partnership with a wide range of organisations to help promote and invest in the health and
well-being of our young people and communities, as well as the health of Dorset's environment, wildlife and natural capital.

Sources:
See Youth Engagement, Health and Well-being, The Role of National Parks, Dorset National Park Team pending.
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It's time for Dorset’s National Park

www.dorsetnationalpark.com

You can support the National Park Team CIC with time, contacts, knowledge and funding.

Dorset & East Devon National Park CIC. Co Number: 10563714

For more information and to be kept in touch, visit www.dorsetnationalpark.com D ors Et &

Contact us at: info@dorsetnationalpark.com
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