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Background information and general updates 

14th January- Ban on single use plastics announced by Therese Coffey. To take in effect 
October 2023. 

20th March - OFWAT announce new powers to link Shareholder Dividends for water 
companies with their environmental performance through modification o f  licenses. 

20th M a r c h - South \Vest Water launches 'Waterfit Live' - a new reporting and monitoring 
tool, providing live information on water quality and infrastructural investment across bathing 
water beaches within their catchment. 

This is in line with requirements set out under the Environment Act 2021, and over a year 
ahead o f  scheduled deadline for delivering these changes. 

4th April - the Government announces the new Integrated Plan for Delivering Clean and 
Plentiful Water. 

The Plan ,vill: 

1. Transform management of the whole water system

• The new Plan announces that we will deliver new catchment plans which set out the key
issues and priorities for action to improve all waterbodies, backed up with new funding.

• Increase funding for catchment groups and improve their capacity to deliver
improvements through the right tools, data, and approaches, and unlock more green
finance to manage water, removing barriers which limit investment in nature-based
solutions

• Make water companies must do more to speed up the delivery o f  vital improvement
projects to improve water quality and water resilience.

• The Plan also announces that water companies will deliver around £1.6 billion of
accelerated investment on water infrastructure which ,vill start in.the next two years.

• This includes around £1.1 billion on storm overflow improvements, eliminating
10,000 discharges a year.

• This new investment will also include £400 million for 18 schemes to increase our
nation's water resilience, and £160 million for improvements at 14 wastewater

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plan-for-water-our-integrated-plan-for-delivering-
clean-a nd-plentifu 1-wate r /pla n-for-wate r-ou r-i ntegrated-pla n-fo r-de livering-clean-a nd-ple nt ifu I-
water 






