
Farming Interest Working Group report for September 2022 

The summer has come and gone and still no significant rainfall since the spring although the fields are looking 

greener now. There is little grass growth and autumn sown grass seed and other crops are looking sad, come 

up nicely, but no growth so hopefully will be able to manage with the dews and odd 2 mm of rain last night. 

The sheep have stayed outside all summer but need moving regularly and the lambs have been fed 

concentrates all summer to fatten. They are in demand from butchers and abattoirs due to a shortage of 

finished lambs but the price is less than last year 

Almost all the forage maize has all been harvested rather earlier than normal and the fields have now been 

replanted with either grass/stubble turnips or winter wheat crops. The forage maize crops were well down on 

yield this year due to the lack of rain at the growing periods, some fields maybe 2 thirds of the normal crop, 

but at least around the Marshwood Vale we did have crops to harvest. Around Dorchester, Wareham, Poole 

area the crops died off earlier and there was less than half the crop available to harvest and then almost 

brown and dead. The costs for growing the crops remain the same if you have a good crop or a bad one. Many 

farms and especially dairy herds are very short of winter fodder which has made many alternative 

crops/blends very expensive to purchase.  Most farms have been feeding winter stocks of grain, grass silage or 

hay throughout the dry hot summer just to keep the cattle out in the fields and now many have been brought 

into the barns earlier than the usual end of October as there is no forage to be had around the fields. Late 

crops of grass destined for silage are nowhere to be seen and often September can be a very good growing 

time for late grass silage. At least this year as the maize has been mostly done the lanes have been kept clean 

and free from soil from tractor and trailer wheels.  

The quantity of milk produced is still sliding as many farms have given up cows due to escalating costs of 

inputs, EA regulations around the rivers in some areas and the ever shortage of staff for milking cows and 

working on farms. Many farms are now having Lely Robotic milking machines installed as the labour required 

is less, but the technical “ know how’’ is much, much more and trained people are hard to find to manage the 

robotic milking systems. Lely Yeovil  has taken over Devon based  Lely Venture trading so now have the 

monopoly for the Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Gloucester and Hampshire and beyond. Not a good 

move for farmers as they will just have too big an area to service and maintain and will be able to charge what 

they want whether economic or not, another sign of the times. 

With a change in the Conservative Government leadership and a new DEFRA Minister there are rumblings that 

the schemes that are on offer at present may change according to Farmers Guardian reports, so watch this 

space.  

The holiday season is now drawing to a close although many weekenders are still around and holiday cottages 

are available all year, so often there are bookings till end November and then the Christmas period comes 

along, before the February half term gets full again. Generally many people have not had so many guests as 

the previous 2 years, so maybe this is an omen for years to come, when the airplanes are back to full capacity 

and guests want to fly off to pastures new for their holiday break. 

 


